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SPILL RESPONSE PLAN FOR 

HAZARDOUS/NON-HAZARDOUS  

MATERIALS AND WASTES 

CITY OF HUGHSON 
 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The City of Hughson (City) has prepared this Spill Response Plan for Hazardous/Non-Hazardous 

Materials and Wastes (Plan) to provide guidelines for the control and mitigation of non-storm water spills 

that enter the City’s storm water conveyance system. The three categories of spills include: 

 Sewage spills;
 
 

 Hazardous materials and wastes spills;
 
and 

 Non-hazardous materials and wastes spills.
1
 

 

This Plan focuses on processes and procedures for responding to non-storm water spills involving 

hazardous/non-hazardous materials and wastes. Flow charts outlining the key steps and responsibilities 

for the response process that should be followed for specific types of spills are provided in Figures 1 

through 3. 

 

This Plan includes the following attachments: 

 Spill Response Contacts List and Sample Spill Report Form (Attachment A), 

 City of Hughson Investigative Guidance Manual for Illicit Discharge Detection and Eliminations 

(IDDE) (Attachment B [upon development]), 

 In compliance with Order No. 2013-0001-DWQ
2
, the City is in the process of developing an 

Investigative Guidance Manual for IDDE for the City’s IDDE Program to be implemented 

during the 2014/2015
3
 Permit term. 

 City of Hughson Sewer System Management Plan (SSMP
4
) (Attachment C), and 

 City of Hughson Municipal Codes (Chapters 13.04 and 8.30). 

2.0 OVERVIEW OF SPILL RESPONSE PROCEDURES 

When responding to a spill of any type, the key elements illustrated in Figure 1 comprise the general 

response procedures. These elements are outlined in Section III of the City’s Storm Water Management 

Program, dated August 2004, and will be described in detail within the City’s Investigative Guidance 

Manual for IDDEs (currently under development). 

 

  

                                                      
1
 Non-hazardous materials and wastes spills are those spills that involve materials such as water-based paint, pet waste, dyes, 

etc. 
2 

Water Quality Order No. 2013-0001-DWQ General Storm Water Permit No. CAS000004; California General Permit for 

Storm Water Discharges from Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s) 
3 

July 1 through June 30 
4
 Sewage spills are addressed using the process and procedures that are outlined within the City of Hughson’s Sewer System 

Management Plan (SSMP), dated July 31, 2007. 
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When responding to a spill of any type, the key elements illustrated in Figure 1 comprise the general 

response procedures. An overview of the City staff responsibilities and response steps to address spills is 

illustrated in Figures 2 and 3. The flow charts provide a summary of the response steps necessary to 

respond to all spill types (Figure 2), as well as a summary of the response steps necessary to respond 

specifically to spills of non-hazardous materials and wastes (Figure 3). Additional information on the key 

steps indicated in Figure 3 is provided below. 

 

2.1 COMPLAINT NOTIFICATION 

The City’s Public Works Department is typically the first to receive a complaint or notification of a spill 

involving non-hazardous materials and wastes. The public may notify the City of spills via the following 

options: 

 The public should immediately call 911 in the event of a spill involving a hazardous 

substance. 

 On January 24, 2013, the City implemented the SeeClickFix Program which allows the public to 

notify the City of non-emergency quality of life concerns (such as spills, sanitary sewer 

overflows [SSOs], and illicit connections). Residents can report an issue via the City’s website
5
 

or by downloading an iPhone/Android app
6
. 

 The 24-Hour Hotline number (209) 505-3049). 

 The 24-Hour Pager number (209) 554-4785. 
 
2.2 EMERGENCY CONTACT TELPHONE NUMBERS 

City personnel shall contact either the Primary or the Secondary Spill Response Coordinator identified in 

Section 2.2.1 when a spill occurs.  The Primary or Secondary Spill Response Coordinator will designate 

the agency contacts listed in Section 2.2.2 that must be contacted when a spill occurs.  The Primary or 

Secondary Spill Response Coordinator will authorize a Spill Cleanup Contractor listed in Section 2.2.3 to 

be mobilized when a spill requires cleanup by a listed Spill Cleanup Contractor. 

 

2.2.1 Spill Response Contact(s) TELEPHONE NUMBER(S) 

Primary Spill Response Coordinator 

[Sam Rush [Superintendent of Public Works]: .......................................................... Office: (209) 883-4054 

         Mobile: (209) 505-3049 

Pager: (209) 554-4785 

Secondary Spill Response Coordinator 

Dominique Spinale [Management Analyst / Deputy City Clerk]: ............................. Office: (209) 883-4054 

         Mobile: (925) 864-7475 

[Include Additional Spill Response Coordinators/Personnel as Appropriate] 

Ron Greenfield [Office of Public Works - Senior]: .................................................... Office: 209) 883-4054 

         Mobile: (209) 505-3047 

 

  

                                                      
5
 http://hughson.org/for-residents/seeclickfix1/ 

6 
http://www.seeclickfix.com/apps 
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2.2.2 EMERGENCY AND AGENCY CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBERS    

Emergency Response Agencies: ..............................................................................................................  911 

National Response Center
7
 (Oil Spills Only):  ......................................................................  (800) 424-8802 

California Office of Emergency Services: ............................................................................  (800) 852-7550 

City of Hughson Public Works Department (Sanitary Sewer and Storm Water Systems):  .. (209) 883-4054 

Stanislaus County Sheriff’s Department (Hughson Police Services): ..................................  (209) 883-4052 

Hughson Fire Protection District:  ........................................................................................  (209) 883-2863 

Stanislaus County Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA)
8
 ..........................................  (209) 525-6500 

Cal/OSHA (Central Valley Office): ......................................................................................  (559) 454-1295 

Stanislaus County Office of Emergency Services:  ............................................................... (209) 552-3601 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board, (Rancho Cordova, CA Office): ……… (916) 464-3291 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Central Region): ............................................  (559) 243-4005 

 

2.2.3 SPILL CLEANUP CONTRACTOR(S) 

Boulders Unlimited: ............................................................................................................... (209) 388-1234 

Safety-Kleen Systems: ..........................................................................................................  (209) 545-1011 

 

2.3 RESPONSE 

Response activities for spills involving hazardous and non-hazardous materials and wastes include on-

scene assessment, containment, and agency notifications (as needed). Upon receiving a complaint of an 

Illicit Discharge or Illegal Connection (ID/IC), the City is required by its municipal storm water permit
9
 

to respond within 72 hours of discovery or a report of suspected illicit discharge, with activities to abate, 

contain, and clean up all illicit discharges, including hazardous substances. The City’s Public Works 

Department has primary responsibility for conducting an on-scene assessment and containing non-

hazardous spills.  

 

An emergency event is considered to be a severe, natural or manmade disaster within the City, including 

any of the following: 

 Earthquakes; 

 Floods; 

 Severe storm events; 

 Major power outages; 

 Major fires; 

 Radiological accidents/attacks; 

 Chemical accidents/attacks; 

 Biological accidents/attacks; and 

 Terrorist attacks.  

                                                      
7
 Federal law states that a release of 42 gallons of petroleum or more in each of two discharges over a 12-month period or a 

single discharge of more than 1,000 gallons into the navigable waters or shorelines of the United States requires notification. 

State law requires notification of any “significant release or threatened release of a hazardous material.” 
8
 The designated CUPA for Stanislaus County is Stanislaus County Environmental Resources, Environmental Health. The listed 

phone number will direct calls to the Stanislaus County Environmental Resources, Environmental Health. 
9
 Water Quality Order No. 2013-0001-DWQ Provision E.9.d  
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In the case of an emergency event, issues related to human health and safety will be prioritized. Once 

these issues have been addressed, the City’s Public Works Department will notify and coordinate with 

the Stanislaus Department of Environmental Resources (CUPA
10

) to address any spills or runoff that 

are related to the emergency event and ensure the protection of water quality. 

 

2.4 INVESTIGATION 

Investigation of a spill includes determining the responsible party, assessing and assigning damages, 

and collecting and documenting evidence in a defensible manner. Each complaint or spill should be 

investigated as soon as possible to ensure that valuable information is not lost and to minimize any 

potential human health and environmental impacts. The Investigative Guidance Manual for the IDDE 

Program will identify and describe the appropriate techniques to use during investigations. 

 

In the event of a spill, a properly trained employee should: 

 Assess the area for any immediate dangers to health or safety. If any dangers are present, move 

away from the area, call 911. 

 Notify the Primary and/or Secondary Spill Response Coordinator contact from the list above and 

then continue your spill response. The primary contact should assess additional notification 

requirements. 

 Assess the size of the spill and any immediate threat of the spill reaching storm drains or 

permeable surfaces. 

 Once the spill has been contained and any immediate threat to storm drains or permeable surfaces 

has been minimized, contact the spill cleanup contractor as authorized by the Primary and/or 

Secondary Spill Response Coordinator and dispatch them to commence and complete spill cleanup 

procedures. 

 

2.5 CLEAN-UP 

The City has a primary clean-up contractor, but they are not guaranteed to respond. In the case of 

hazardous and non-hazardous spills, the City can use any local licensed clean-up company. The City may 

also use City staff and equipment to perform non-hazardous clean-ups. The City’s Public Works 

Department may oversee the clean-up to ensure it is done correctly and to protect the Responsible Party 

(RP) from excessive and/or unnecessary charges. After the clean-up is completed, a follow-up inspection 

is conducted to ensure that the clean-up was adequate. 
 
  

                                                      
10

 CUPA = Certified Unified Program Agencies. The designated CUPA for Stanislaus County is Stanislaus County 

Environmental Resources, Environmental Health. The listed phone number will direct calls to the Stanislaus County 

Environmental Resources, Environmental Health. 
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3.0 RECORD KEEPING AND REPORTING 

Information must be documented on an ongoing basis throughout the entire incident to provide for an 

accurate and defensible investigation. The documentation should identify all actions taken and 

information obtained as a result of the response and investigation. Information from a spill must be 

documented in order to: 

 Provide accurate information for any personnel involved in the incident; 

 Allow the data to be analyzed in order to determine if there are repeat offenders, problematic areas, 

problematic types of businesses, etc.; 

 Ensure that the required regulatory notification and/or reports are completed; 

 Provide the required information for any enforcement actions and/or cost recovery; 

 Assist with annual reporting and program effectiveness evaluations; and 

 Allow for better decision making for program improvements. 

 

4.0 ENFORCEMENT AND COST RECOVERY 

Relevant portions of the Hughson Municipal Code (see Attachment D of this report) that 

provide the City with the authority to enforce against responsible parties and recover costs 

include those under: 

 The Urban Water Quality Control Municipal Code (Chapter 8.30), and  

 The Water Use Municipal Code (Chapter 13.04). 
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Figure 1. General Response Procedures for All Spill Types 



 

 

 
Figure 2. Spill Response Procedures for All Spill Types 



 

 

 
Figure 3. Spill Response Procedures for Non-Hazardous Materials and Wastes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment A 
 

Spill Response Contacts List 

and 

Spill Reporting Form



 

 

SPILL RESPONSE CONTACT(S) TELEPHONE NUMBER(S) 

 

 

Primary Spill Response Coordinator 
 

[Sam Rush [Superintendent of Public Works]: .......................................................... Office: (209) 883-4054 

         Mobile: (209) 505-3049 

Pager: (209) 554-4785 

Secondary Spill Response Coordinator 

 

Dominique Spinale [Management Analyst / Deputy City Clerk]: ............................. Office: (209) 883-4054 

         Mobile: (925) 864-7475 

[Include Additional Spill Response Coordinators/Personnel as Appropriate] 

 

Ron Greenfield [Office of Public Works - Senior]: .................................................... Office: 209) 883-4054 

         Mobile: (209) 505-3047 

 

 

Emergency and Agency Contact Telephone Numbers 
 

Emergency Response Agencies: ..............................................................................................................  911 

National Response Center
11

 (Oil & Hazardous Materials Spills Only):  ..............................  (800) 424-8802 

California Office of Emergency Services: ............................................................................  (800) 852-7550 

City of Hughson Public Works Department [Sanitary Sewer and Storm Water Systems]:  .. (209) 883-4054 

Stanislaus County Sheriff’s Department (Hughson Police Services): ..................................  (209) 883-4052 

Hughson Fire Protection District:  ........................................................................................  (209) 883-2863 

Stanislaus County Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA)
12

 ........................................  (209) 525-6500 

Cal/OSHA (Central Valley Office): ......................................................................................  (559) 454-1295 

Stanislaus County Office of Emergency Services:  ............................................................... (209) 552-3601 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board (Rancho Cordova, CA Office):  ............. (916) 464-3291 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Central Region): ............................................  (559) 243-4005 

 

 

Spill Response Contractor(s) 
 

Boulders Unlimited: ............................................................................................................... (209) 388-1234 

Safety-Kleen Systems: ..........................................................................................................  (209) 545-1011 

  

                                                      
11

 Federal law states that a release of 42 gallons of petroleum or more in each of two discharges over a 12-month period or a 

single discharge of more than 1,000 gallons into the navigable waters or shorelines of the United States requires notification. 

State law requires notification of any “significant release or threatened release of a hazardous material.” 
12

 The designated CUPA for Stanislaus County is Stanislaus County Environmental Resources, Environmental Health. The listed 

phone number will direct calls to the Stanislaus County Environmental Resources, Environmental Health. 



 

 

SPILL REPORTING FORM 

CITY OF HUGHSON PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

7018 PINE STREET, HUGHSON, CALIFORNIA 95326 

 

 

Material Released:            

             

              

 

Quantity of Material Released:           

             

              

 

Location of Release:            

             

              

 

Date and Time of Release:            

 

Nature of Release:            

             

              

 

Who was Notified of Release:           

             

              

 

Was Spill Stopped and Contained?   ( ) Yes  ( ) No 

 

Did the Spill Reach: Storm Water System ( ) Yes  ( ) No 

   Adjacent Properties ( ) Yes  ( ) No 

 

What Response was taken to Mitigate the Spill:         

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              

 

What Measures have been Implemented to Prevent Future Spills/Releases:     

             

             

             

             

             

             

              

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment B 
 

Investigative Guidance Manual 

for Illicit Discharge Detection and Eliminations 



 

 

INSERT 

IDDE INVESTIGATIVE GUIDANCE MANUAL 

UPON COMPLETION   



 

 

Attachment C 
 

City of Hughson 

Sewer System Management Plan  

 

 

 

  

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 

 

Attachment D 
 

City of Hughson Municipal Codes  

 

Title 8, Health and Safety, Chapter 8.30 Urban Water Quality 

 

Title 13, Public Services, Chapter 13.04 Water Use



 

  

Title 8, Health and Safety 

Chapter 8.30 Urban Water Quality 

 

 

8.30.010 Title. 

This chapter shall be known as the city of Hughson urban water quality control ordinance and may be so 

cited. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.020 Background. 

As a national policy, the federal government has established programs to ensure that the waters of the 

state, including all lakes, rivers, estuaries and groundwater, are safe and usable for all intended uses. To 

that purpose, laws have been passed and implemented restricting the pollutants that can be discharged 

from wastewater systems. That program has significantly reduced the pollution of the waters of the state. 

The next step was to reduce the pollutants from the second major controllable source, stormwater 

systems. In 1990 the Phase I regulations for stormwater management were implemented for large 

communities. 

Under federal and state regulations, the city is responsible for assuring that drinking water quality 

standards are met within its jurisdiction, and that the city’s wastewater is properly treated to avoid adverse 

impacts on the beneficial use of waters of the state. The Federal Safe Drinking Water Act, the Federal 

Clean Water Act and the State Porter-Cologne Act provide the statutory authority for these requirements. 

In addition, recent adoption of the Phase II regulations have expanded the city’s responsibilities to include 

the control of water quality impacted by stormwater. Federal regulations pursuant to the Clean Water Act, 

Section 402(p) adopted December 8, 1999, require the city of Hughson to regulate the quality of 

stormwater which may impact drinking water supplies in surface waters and/or groundwater. (Ord. 05-16 

§ 1, 2005) 

8.30.030 Purpose. 

This chapter is enacted to ensure the future health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of the city of 

Hughson. 

The purpose of this chapter is to ensure that stormwater and the pollutants it may contain are controlled to 

minimize impacts on the water quality of the city’s groundwater supply and the surface water bodies to 

which stormwater may be discharged. 

The intent of this chapter is to protect and enhance the water quality of city and state watercourses, water 

bodies, groundwater, and wetlands in a manner pursuant to and consistent with the Federal Clean Water 

Act, by: 

A. Eliminating non-stormwater discharges to the municipal separate storm sewers which do not receive 

treatment before discharge to waters of the state. 

B. Controlling the discharge to municipal separate storm drains from spills, dumping or disposal of 

materials other than stormwater. 
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C. Reducing pollutants in stormwater discharges to the maximum practicable extent. 

D. Regulating the amount, pollutants and timing of stormwater discharges leaving private property which 

has an on-site stormwater system designed or intended to dispose of stormwater on-site. 

E. Ensuring that the storm drain system is clean and functioning to reduce the amount of stormwater that 

may enter the sanitary sewer system. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.040 Definitions. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply: 

“Approved stormwater runoff” means surface runoff collected by any roads with drainage systems, 

streets, curbs, gutters, catch basins, natural and artificial channels, ditches, aqueducts, storm drains, inlets, 

conduits or other drainage structures owned, operated or approved by the city. 

“Best management practices (BMPs)” means schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, general 

good housekeeping practices, maintenance procedures, educational programs, and other management 

practices to prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants directly or indirectly to waters of the United 

States. BMPs also include treatment requirements, operating procedures, and practices to control plant 

site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or waste disposal, drainage from raw materials storage, and control of 

hazardous materials. The California Storm Water Best Management Practice Handbooks for Municipal, 

Industrial/Commercial and Construction Activity provide a detailed discussion of BMPs. 

“Contaminated pumped groundwater” means impure groundwater or groundwater mixed with a pollutant. 

“Director” means the director of public works, or his or her designee. 

“Enforcement officer” means the director of public works, or his or her designee. 

“Municipal stormwater NPDES” means an area-wide NPDES permit issued to a government agency or 

agencies for the discharge of stormwater from a stormwater system. 

“National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit” means a wastewater or stormwater 

discharge permit issued by the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board or the State Water 

Resources Control Board in compliance with the Federal Clean Water Act. 

“Non-stormwater discharge” means any discharge to the storm drain system that is not composed entirely 

of stormwater. 

“Person” means any natural person, firm, association, club, organization, corporation, partnership, 

business trust, company or other entity which is recognized by law as the subject of rights or duties. 

“Pollutant” means anything which causes deterioration of water quality such that it impairs subsequent 

and/or competing uses of water. Pollutants may include but are not limited to paints, oil and other 

automotive fluids, soil, rubbish, trash, garbage, debris, refuse, waste, hazardous waste, chemicals, fresh 

concrete, yard waste from residential and commercial landscaping operations, animal waste, fecal 

coliform, fecal streptococci, enterococcus, and heavy metals, materials that result from constructing a 

building or structure, and nauseous or offensive matter of any kind. 
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“Premises” means any building, lot, or parcel of land whether improved or unimproved, including 

adjacent sidewalks or parking strips. 

“Storm drain system” means any facility by which stormwater may be conveyed to water of the United 

States, or designed to be percolated (i.e., dry well) into the groundwater system. 

“Stormwater runoff” means surface runoff and drainage associated with rain storm events. 

“Unlawful connection” means any physical connection to a storm drain system which has not been 

permitted by the city. 

“Unlawful discharge” means any discharge to the storm drain system that is not composed entirely of 

stormwater or stormwater discharges from private property designed or intended to be disposed of on-site. 

(Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.050 Administration. 

This code shall be administered by the director. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.060 Regulatory consistency. 

This chapter shall be construed to assure consistency with the requirements of the Federal Clean Water 

Act and acts amendatory thereof or supplementary thereto, applicable implementing regulations, and any 

existing or future municipal NPDES permits and any amendments, revisions or reissuance thereof. In the 

event of any conflict between this chapter and any federal or state law, regulation, or permit, that 

requirement which establishes the stricter standard shall govern. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.070 Discharge of pollutants. 

A non-storm drain discharge to the storm drain system is a violation of this chapter except as specified 

below. 

A. The prohibition of discharges shall not apply to any discharge in compliance with a National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit or waiver issued to the discharger and administered by 

the state of California under the authority of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); provided, that 

the discharger is in full compliance with all requirements of the permit or waiver and other applicable 

laws or regulations. 

B. Discharges from the following activities will not be considered a source of pollutants to waters of the 

United States when properly managed: water line flushing and other discharges from potable water 

sources, landscape irrigation and lawn watering, irrigation water, diverted stream flows, rising 

groundwaters, infiltration to separate storm drains, uncontaminated pumped groundwater, foundation and 

footing drains, water from crawl space pumps, air conditioning condensation, springs, residential car 

washing, flows from riparian habitats and wetlands, dechlorinated swimming pool discharges or flows 

from firefighting. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 
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8.30.080 Discharge in violation of permit. 

Any discharge that would result in or contribute to a violation of a municipal NPDES permit and any 

amendment, revision, or reissuance thereof, either separately considered or when combined with other 

discharges, is a violation of this chapter and is prohibited. Liability for any such discharge shall be the 

responsibility of the person(s) causing or responsible for the discharge, as well as the parcel owner on 

whose property the discharge occurs, who shall be strictly liable for its consequences, and such persons 

and/or owners shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless the city in any administrative or judicial 

enforcement action related to such discharge. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.090 Unlawful discharge and unlawful connections. 

It is a violation of this chapter to establish, use, maintain, or continue unlawful drainage connections to 

the city storm drain system, and to commence or continue any unlawful discharge to the city storm drain 

system. This prohibition against unlawful connections is retroactive and applies to unpermitted 

connections made in the past regardless of whether permissible under the law or practices applicable or 

prevailing at the time of the connection. If a connection was permissible under the law or practices 

applicable or prevailing at the time of the connection that is now unlawful, no penalties shall be assessed 

under this chapter until the owner/user of the connection has been notified and given an opportunity to 

remedy the situation. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.100 Discharge of Non-Stormwater. 

The release of non-stormwater discharges to the city’s storm system is prohibited. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.120 Construction sites. 

Any person performing construction work in the city shall comply with the provisions of this chapter. All 

construction sites shall comply with the state general construction activity permit. The director may 

establish standards and guidelines implementing BMPs designed to control the rate, volume and quality 

of stormwater runoff from construction sites as may be appropriate to minimize the discharge and 

transport of pollutants. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

 

8.30.130 New development and redevelopment. 

To minimize the discharge and transport of pollutants, the city may require, in its discretion, a new 

development or redevelopment project, greater than one acre, to control the volume, rate and quality of 

stormwater runoff from the project site so as to prevent any deterioration of water quality which would 

impair the beneficial uses of water. The director may establish standards and guidelines implementing 

BMPs designed to control the rate and volume of stormwater runoff from new development and 

redevelopment sites as may be appropriate to minimize the discharge and transport of pollutants. 

Acceptable methods and standards for controlling stormwater runoff volumes, rates, and pollutant load 

may include but are not limited to the following: 

A. Increase Permeable Areas. Avoid placing impervious surfaces on highly porous soil areas; incorporate 

landscaping and open spaces into the project design; use porous materials for driveways and walkways; 

incorporate detention ponds and infiltration pits into the project design; avoid placing pavement and other 

impervious surfaces in low lying areas. 
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B. Direct Runoff to Permeable Areas. Direct stormwater runoff away from impermeable areas to swales, 

berms, green strip filters, gravel beds, and French drains. Install rain gutters and orient them toward 

permeable areas. Modify the grade of the property to divert flow to permeable areas and minimize the 

amount of stormwater runoff leaving the property. When designing curbs, berms, or other structures, 

avoid designs which isolate permeable or landscaped areas. 

C. Maximize Stormwater Storage for Reuse. Use retention structures, subsurface areas, cisterns, or other 

structures to store stormwater runoff for reuse or slow release. 

All stormwater facilities shall be designed in accordance with the city stormwater master plan, the city 

improvement standards and as approved by the city engineer. (Ord. 07-07 § 1, 2007; Ord. 05-16 § 1, 

2005) 

8.30.140 Storm drainage rules and regulations. 

The following rules and regulations shall apply to all persons using storm drainage facilities. Failure to 

comply with any provision, requirement, rule, or regulation under this chapter shall be unlawful and 

punishable as an infraction: 

A. The disposal of petroleum products (oil and grease), pesticides, fertilizers, household or industrial 

chemicals, industrial process wastewater, domestic sewage, animal waste or other pollutants into drainage 

facilities is prohibited. 

B. Residential roof drain leaders may not be directly connected to sidewalks and gutters, but must 

discharge into landscape areas. 

C. Discharge of water from swimming pools into positive storm drainage facilities is allowed only with 

the written permission of the director. Such discharge may not cause flooding of the street. Water from 

pumping out swimming pools may not be discharged to the sanitary sewer. 

D. Any person engaging in activities which may result in pollutants entering the city’s stormwater system 

shall undertake all practicable measures to reduce such pollutants. Examples of such activities include 

ownership and/or use of premises which may be a source of pollutants such as parking lots, gasoline 

stations, industrial facilities, business enterprises and dwelling units. 

E. Littering. No person shall throw, deposit, leave, keep or permit to be thrown, deposited, placed, left or 

maintained, any refuse, rubbish, garbage or other discarded or abandoned objects, articles, or other litter 

in or upon any street, alley, sidewalk, stormwater system, business place, or upon any public or private 

plot of land in the city so that the same can become a pollutant by entering the storm drain system except 

in containers or in lawfully established waste disposal facilities. 

F. Bodies of Water. No person shall throw or deposit litter in any fountain, pool, lake, stream, river or any 

other body of water in a park or elsewhere within the jurisdiction. 

G. Standards of Parking Lots and Paved Areas, and Related Stormwater Systems. Persons owning, 

operating or maintaining a paved parking lot, the paved area of a gas station, a paved private street or 

road, and related stormwater system shall clean those structures as frequently and thoroughly as 

practicable in a manner that does not result in the discharge of pollutants to the city’s stormwater system. 
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H. Best Management Practices for New Developments and Redevelopment. All construction contractors 

performing work in the city shall conform to the requirements of the best management practices (BMPs) 

for construction sites and new development required by the city. As a minimum, such BMPs shall include 

provision for filter materials placed to preclude an increase in debris and sediments entering the 

stormwater system over the amount entering the storm drain system prior to the start of the project. The 

director may establish controls on the volume and rate of stormwater runoff from new developments and 

redevelopment as may be appropriate to minimize the discharge and transport of pollutants. 

I. Notification of Intent and Compliance with General Permits. Each industrial discharger, discharger 

associated with construction activity or other discharger described in a general stormwater permit 

addressing such discharges [as may be adopted by the United States Environmental Protection Agency, 

the State Water Resources Control Board, or the California Regional Water Quality Control Board] shall 

provide the notice of intent, comply with and undertake all other activities required by any general 

stormwater permit applicable to such dischargers. Each discharger identified in an individual NPDES 

permit relating to stormwater discharges shall comply with and undertake all activities required by such 

permit. 

J. Compliance with Best Management Practices. Where best management practice guidelines or 

requirements have been adopted by any federal, state, regional, city and/or county agency regarding 

contributing to unlawful stormwater discharges, every person undertaking such activity or operation or 

owning or operating such facility shall comply with such guideline or requirement. 

K. Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan. The director may require any business in the city that is 

engaged in activities which may result in unlawful discharges or have the potential to contribute 

significant amounts of pollutants to the storm drain system to develop and implement a stormwater 

pollution prevention plan, which must include an employee training program. 

Business activities which may require a stormwater pollution prevention plan include, but are not limited 

to, maintenance operations, storage facilities, manufacturing activity, assembly operations, equipment 

operations, vehicle loading or fueling, food processing, trucking, or cleanup procedures which are carried 

out partially or wholly out of doors. 

L. Notification of Spills. All persons in charge of a facility or responsible for emergency response for a 

facility have personal responsibility to train facility personnel and maintain notification procedures to 

assure immediate notification is provided to the city of any suspected, confirmed, or unconfirmed release 

of material, pollutants or waste creating a risk of discharge into the city storm drain system. As soon as 

any person in charge of a facility or responsible for emergency response has knowledge of such risk, they 

shall take all necessary steps to ensure the discovery and containment and cleanup of such release and 

shall notify the city by telephoning the public safety nonemergency number of unlawful discharge and 

confirming the notification by correspondence to the director. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.150 Authority to inspect, establish sampling devices and direct testing and monitoring. 

A. The director shall have the authority to conduct reasonable inspections upon private property as may 

be deemed necessary to carry out the purpose of this chapter. Such inspections shall be conducted with 

the consent of the property owner and/or the person possessing or controlling the property. If such 

consent cannot be obtained, an inspection shall be conducted pursuant to a court-issued inspection 

warrant. Such inspections may also be done in conjunction with routine inspections conducted by other 

public agencies such as emergency services or health department. 
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B. Authority to Sample and Establish Sampling Devices. With the consent of the owner or occupant or 

pursuant to an inspection warrant, any authorized enforcement officer may establish on any property such 

devices as are necessary to aid in the pursuit of the inquiry or in the recordation of the activities on-site. 

C. Requirement to Test or Monitor. Any authorized enforcement officer may require that any person 

engaged in any activity and/or owning or operating any facility which has been determined to cause or 

contribute to stormwater pollution or contamination, unlawful discharge, and/or discharge of non-

stormwater to the storm system, undertake such monitoring activities and/or analysis and furnish such 

reports as the officer may specify. The costs of these activities, analysis, and reports required shall be 

borne by the owner/operator of the facility. In the event the owner or operator of a facility subject to a 

monitoring and/or analysis order fails to conduct required monitoring and/or analysis and furnish the 

required reports, the authorized enforcement officer shall cause a notice of violation to be processed under 

HMC 8.30.210, which notice shall include the estimated costs that will be incurred by the city to 

complete such monitoring or analysis. Further enforcement shall be conducted pursuant to HMC 8.30.230 

through 8.30.270. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.160 Violation constituting misdemeanors. 

Unless otherwise specified by this chapter, the violation of the provisions of this chapter shall constitute a 

misdemeanor. Any such violation constituting a misdemeanor, at the discretion of the authorized 

enforcement officer, may be charged and prosecuted as an infraction. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.170 Penalties. 

Upon conviction of a misdemeanor or an infraction, a person shall be subject to payment of a fine, or 

imprisonment, or both, as provided in Chapter 1.12 HMC. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.180 Concealment. 

Causing, permitting, aiding, abetting, or concealing a violation of any provision of this chapter shall be 

unlawful and punishable as a misdemeanor. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.190 Violation deemed a public nuisance. 

A. In addition to the penalties hereinbefore provided, any condition caused or permitted to exist in 

violation of any of the provisions of this chapter is a threat to the public health, safety, and welfare, and is 

declared and deemed a nuisance, and may be summarily abated and/or restored by any authorized 

enforcement officer, and/or civil action to abate, enjoin or otherwise compel the cessation of such 

nuisance may be taken by legal counsel. 

B. The cost of such abatement and restoration shall be borne by any property committing the violation, 

and the cost thereof shall be a lien upon and against any such property and such lien shall continue in 

existence until the same shall be paid. If the lien is not satisfied by the owner of the property within three 

months, the property may be sold in satisfaction thereof in a like manner as other real property is sold 

under execution. 

C. In any administrative or civil proceeding under this chapter in which the city prevails, the city shall be 

awarded all costs of suit and reasonable attorney fees. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Hughson/hugh08/hugh0830.html#8.30.210
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Hughson/hugh08/hugh0830.html#8.30.230
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Hughson/hugh08/hugh0830.html#8.30.270
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Hughson/hugh01/hugh0112.html#1.12
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8.30.200 Civil actions. 

In addition to any other remedies provided in this section, this chapter may be enforced by civil action 

brought by the city. In any such action, the court may grant, as appropriate, any or all of the following 

remedies: 

A. A temporary and/or permanent injunction. 

B. Assessment of the violator/parcel owner for the costs of any investigation, inspection, or monitoring 

survey which led to the establishment of the violation, and for the reasonable costs of preparing and 

bringing legal action under this subsection. 

C. Costs incurred in removing, correcting, or terminating the adverse effects resulting from the violation. 

D. Compensatory damages for loss or destruction to water quality, wildlife, fish, and aquatic life. 

Assessments under this subsection shall be paid to the city to be used exclusively for costs associated with 

monitoring and establishing stormwater discharge control systems and/or implementing or enforcing the 

provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.210 Administrative enforcement powers. 

A. Notice of Violation. Whenever the director finds that a person has violated a prohibition or failed to 

meet a requirement of this chapter, the director may order compliance by written notice of violation to the 

responsible person. Such notice may require without limitation: 

1. The performance of monitoring, analyses, and reporting; 

2. The elimination of illicit connections or discharges; 

3. That violating discharges, practices, or operations shall cease and desist; 

4. The abatement or remediation of stormwater pollution or contamination hazards and the restoration of 

any affected property; and 

5. The implementation of source control or treatment BMPs. 

B. If abatement of a violation and/or restoration of affected property is required, the notice shall set forth 

a deadline within which such remediation or restoration must be completed. Said notice shall further 

advise that, should the violator fail to remediate or restore within established deadlines, the work will be 

done by the city or a contractor designated by the director and the expense thereof shall be charged to the 

violator pursuant to HMC 8.30.240. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.220 Appeal. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of urgency abatement (HMC 8.30.250), any person receiving a notice of 

violation may appeal the determination of the director to the city manager. The notice of appeal must be 

received by the city manager within 15 days from the date of the notice of violation. Hearing on the 

appeal before the city manager or his/her designee shall take place within 15 days from the date of the 

http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Hughson/hugh08/hugh0830.html#8.30.240
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Hughson/hugh08/hugh0830.html#8.30.250
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city’s receipt of the notice of appeal. The decision of the city manager shall be final. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 

2005) 

8.30.230 Abatement by city. 

If the violation has not been corrected pursuant to the requirements set forth in the notice of violation, or, 

in the event of an appeal under HMC 8.30.220, within 10 days of the decision of the city manager 

upholding the decision of the director, then the city or a contractor designated by the director shall, 

pursuant to a warrant issued by a court of competent jurisdiction, enter upon the subject’s private property 

and take any and all measures reasonably necessary to abate the violation and/or restore the property. It 

shall be unlawful for any person, owner, agent or person in possession of any premises to refuse to allow 

the city or designated contractor to enter upon the premises for the purposes set forth above. (Ord. 05-16 

§ 1, 2005) 

8.30.240 Charging costs of abatements/liens. 

A. Within 30 days after abatement of the nuisance by city, the director shall notify the property owner of 

the property of the cost of abatement, including administrative costs, investigative costs, cost of testing, 

hearing costs, etc. The property owner may file a written protest objecting to the amount of the 

assessment with the city clerk within 15 days. The city clerk shall set the matter for public hearing by the 

city council. The decision of the city council shall be final. 

B. If the amount due is not paid within 10 days of the decision of the city council or the expiration of the 

time in which to file an appeal under this section, the charges shall become a special assessment against 

the property and shall constitute a lien on the property for the amount of the assessment. A copy of the 

resolution shall be turned over to the county auditor so that the auditor may enter the amount of the 

assessments against the parcel as it appears on the current assessment roll, and the tax collector shall 

include the amount of the assessment on the bill for taxes against the parcel of land. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 

2005) 

8.30.250 Urgency abatements. 

The director is authorized to require immediate abatement of any violation of this chapter which 

constitutes an immediate threat to the health, safety or well-being of the public. If any such violation is 

not abated immediately as directed by the director, the city of Hughson is authorized to enter onto private 

property and to take any and all measures required to remediate the violation. Any expense related to such 

remediation undertaken by the city of Hughson shall be fully reimbursed by the property owner and/or 

responsible party. Any relief obtained under this section shall not prevent city from seeking other and 

further relief authorized under the chapter. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

8.30.260 Compensatory action. 

In lieu of enforcement proceedings, penalties, and remedies authorized by this chapter, the director may 

impose upon a violator alternative compensatory actions, such as storm drain stenciling, attendance at 

compliance workshops, creek cleanup, etc. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 

  

http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Hughson/hugh08/hugh0830.html#8.30.220
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8.30.270 Acts potentially resulting in a violation of the Federal Clean Water Act and/or California 

Porter-Cologne Act. 

Any person who violates any provision of this chapter or any rule or regulation issued pursuant to this 

chapter may also be in violation of the Clean Water Act and/or Porter-Cologne Act and may be subject to 

the sanctions of those acts including civil and criminal penalties. Any enforcement action authorized 

under this chapter shall also include written notice to the violator of this potential liability. (Ord. 05-16 

§ 1, 2005) 

8.30.280 Nonexclusivity of remedies. 

Remedies under this chapter are in addition to and do not supersede or limit any and all other remedies, 

civil or criminal. The remedies provided for herein shall be cumulative and not exclusive. (Ord. 05-16 

§ 1, 2005) 

8.30.290 Disclaimer of liability. 

The degree of protection required by this chapter is for regulatory purposes and is based upon scientific, 

engineering and other relevant technical considerations. The standards set forth are minimum standards 

and this chapter does not imply that compliance will ensure that there will be no unauthorized discharge 

into the waters of the United States. This chapter shall not create liability on the part of the city, any 

officer or employee thereof for any damages that result from reliance on this chapter or any administrative 

decision lawfully made thereunder. (Ord. 05-16 § 1, 2005) 



 

  

Title 13, Public Services 

Chapter 13.04 Water Use 

Article I. General Provisions 

5.0 13.08.010 Short title.  

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as “City of Hughson Water Ordinance.” (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 

1989) 

6.0 13.08.020 Words and phrases.  

For the purpose of this chapter, all words used in this chapter in the present tense shall include the future; 

all words in the plural number shall include the singular number; and all words in the singular number 

shall include the plural number. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

7.0 13.08.030 Water system.  

The city will furnish a system, plant, works and undertaking used for and useful in obtaining, conserving 

and distributing water for public and private uses, including all parts of said system, all appurtenances to 

it, and lands, easements, rights in land, water rights, contract rights, franchises, and other water supply, 

storage and distribution facilities and equipment. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

8.0 13.08.040 Pressure conditions.  

All applicants for service connections or water service, by accepting such service, are deemed, and 

consent, to accept such conditions of pressure and service as are provided by the distribution system at the 

location of the proposed service connection, and to hold the city harmless from any damages arising out 

of low pressure or high pressure conditions or interruptions in service. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

9.0 13.08.050 Tampering with city property.  

No one except an employee or representative of the city shall at any time in any manner operate the curb 

cocks or valves, main cocks, gates or valves of the city’s system; or interfere with street mains or other 

parts of the water system. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

10.0 13.08.060 Ruling final.  

All rulings of the council shall be final. All rulings of the water superintendent shall be final unless 

appealed in writing to the council within five days. When appealed, the council’s ruling shall be final. 

(Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

Article II. Definitions 

11.0 13.08.070 Definitions.  

Certain words and phrases are defined in this action to clarify their use in this chapter. When a 

clarification is not given, or where a question of interpretation arises, the definition that shall continue is 

the normal meaning of the word within the context of its use. 
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1. “City” means city of Hughson. 

2. “Council” means the city council of the city. 

3. “Water department” means the public works department of the city performing functions related to the 

city water service together with the public works department, the billing clerk and other authorized 

representatives. 

4. “Distribution mains” mean water lines in streets, highways, alleys, and easements used for public and 

private fire protection and for general distribution of water. 

5. “Service or service connection” means the pipeline and appurtenant facilities such as the curb stop, 

meter and meter box, if any, all used to extend water service from a distribution main to premises. Where 

services are divided at the curb or property line to serve several customers, each such branch service shall 

be deemed a separate service. 

6. “Public fire protection service” means the service and facilities of the entire water supply, storage and 

distribution system of the city, including the fire hydrants affixed thereto, and the water available for fire 

protection, excepting house service connections and appurtenances thereto. 

7. “Regular water service” means water service and facilities rendered for normal domestic, commercial 

and industrial purposes on a permanent basis, and the water available therefor. 

8. “Temporary water service” means water service and facilities rendered for construction work and other 

uses of limited duration, and the water available therefor. 

9. “Private fire protection service” means water service and facilities for building sprinkler system, 

hydrants, hose reels and other facilities installed on private property for or fire protection and the water 

available therefor. 

10. “Standby service” means a connection to a city water line that is not normally used on a regular basis. 

11. “Premises” means a lot or parcel of real property under one ownership, except that each dwelling unit, 

whether or not separate, and any other separate structure under one roof, shall be deemed separate 

premises. However, motels, office buildings, and structures of like nature may be classified by resolution 

of the city council as a single premises. 

12. “Cross-connection” means any physical connection between the piping system from the city service 

and that of any other water supply that is not, or cannot be, approved as safe and potable for human 

consumption, whereby water from the unapproved source may be forced or drawn into the city 

distribution mains. 

13. “Owner” means the person owning the fee, or the person in whose name the legal title to the property 

appears, by deed duly recorded in the county recorder’s office, or the person in possession of the property 

or buildings under claim of, or exercising acts of ownership over same for himself, or as executor, 

administrator, guardian or trustee of the owner. 
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14. “Person” means any individual, firm, company, partnership, association and private or public or 

municipal corporations, the United States of America, the state of California, districts and all political 

subdivisions and governmental agencies. 

15. “Cost” means the cost of labor, material, transportation, supervision, engineering and all other 

necessary overhead expenses. 

16. “Dwelling unit” means a building or structure or any portion thereof occupied, or designated for 

occupancy by, one or more persons comprising a single-family unit. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

Article III. Notices 

12.0 13.08.080 Notices to customers.  

Notices from the city to a customer will normally be given in writing, and either delivered or mailed to 

him at his last known address. Where conditions warrant and in emergencies, the city may resort to 

notification either by telephone or messenger. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

13.0 13.08.090 Notices from customers.  

Notice from a customer to the city may be given by him or his authorized representative in writing (1) at 

the city’s operating officer, (2) to the water superintendent, or (3) to an officer or agent duly authorized by 

the council to receive notices or complaints. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

Article IV. Water Department 

14.0 13.08.100 Creation.  

A water department is created and the following positions are established, to wit: water superintendent 

and billing clerk. The same person may be appointed to both of these positions and the director of public 

works of the city may be appointed to fill these positions. Appointments shall be made to serve at the 

pleasure of the council. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

15.0 13.08.110 Water superintendent – Duties.  

The water superintendent shall regularly inspect all physical facilities related to the city water system, to 

see that they are in good repair and proper working order, and to note violations of any water regulations. 

He shall promptly report any violation or disrepair to the council. If the work required is in the nature of 

an emergency, he shall take whatever steps are necessary to maintain service to consumers pending action 

by the council. He shall supervise all repair or construction work authorized by the council, and perform 

any other duties prescribed elsewhere in this ordinance or which shall be hereafter prescribed by the 

council. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

16.0 13.08.120 Billing clerk – Duties.  

The billing clerk shall compute, prepare, and mail bills as prescribed in this chapter, make and deposit 

collections, maintain proper books of account, collect, account for, and refund deposits, do whatever else 

is necessary to set up and maintain an efficient and economical bookkeeping system, and perform any 

other duties now or hereafter prescribed by the council. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 
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17.0 13.08.130 Performance of duties.  

The foregoing duties of water superintendent and billing clerk may be performed by existing city 

personnel or by an additional employee or employees. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

Article V. Application for Regular Water Service Where No Main Extension Required 

18.0 13.08.140 Application for water service.  

Application for regular water service, where no main extension is required, shall be made upon a form 

provided by the city. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

19.0 13.08.150 Undertaking of applicant.  

Such application will signify the customer’s willingness and intention to comply with this and other 

ordinances or regulations relating to the regular water service and to make payment for water service 

required. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

20.0 13.08.160 Payment for previous service.  

An application will not be honored unless payment in full has been made for water service previously 

rendered to the applicant by the city. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

21.0 13.08.170 Installation of services.  

Regular water service will be installed at the location desired by the applicant of the size determined by 

the water department. Service installations will be made only to property abutting on public streets or 

abutting on such distribution mains as may be constructed in alleys or easements, at the convenience of 

the water department. Services installed in new subdivisions prior to the construction of streets or in 

advance of street improvements must be accepted by the applicant in the installed location. (Ord. 89-06 § 

2, 1989) 

22.0 13.08.180 Changes in customer’s equipment.  

Customers making any material change in the size, character or extent of the equipment of operations 

utilizing water service, or whose change in operations results in a large increase in the use of water, shall 

immediately give the city written notice of the nature of the change and, if necessary, amend their 

application. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

23.0 13.08.190 Connection charges.  

Where no main extension is required, there is established a connection charge, which shall be paid to the 

city prior to issuance of a building permit or connection permit, the amount of which shall be fixed, from 

time to time, by resolution of the city council for each dwelling unit or other building, structure, or 

separate occupancy to be provided water service, whether or not separate connections for such units are 

required. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

Article VI. Application for Regular Water Service When Main Extension Required 
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24.0 13.08.200 Main extensions.  

The following rules are established for making main extensions: 

A. Determination. Upon receipt of any application for water service or request for an application form, 

the water superintendent shall determine whether in his judgment a main extension is necessary to 

provide service. A main extension shall be installed in the manner provided in this article whenever, in 

the judgment of the water superintendent and the council, such main extension is reasonably necessary to 

provide regular water service to property described in such application or request. 

B. Application. Any owner of one or more lots or parcels or subdivider of a tract of land where, in the 

opinion of the water superintendent, one or more main extensions are required, desiring regular water 

service to serve such property, shall make a written application therefor to the city, said application to 

contain the legal description of the property to be served and tract number therefor, and any additional 

information which may be required by the city, and be accompanied by a map showing the location of the 

proposed connection. 

C. Investigation. Upon receipt of the application, the water superintendent shall make an investigation and 

survey of the proposed extension and submit his opinion and the estimated cost thereof to the council. 

D. Ruling. The council shall thereupon consider such application and report and, after such consideration, 

reject, amend or approve the application. 

E. City Lines. All extensions thus provided for, in accordance with these regulations, shall be and remain 

the property of the city. 

F. Dead-End Lines. No dead-end lines shall be permitted, except as recommended by the water 

superintendent and approved by the council. In cases where, subsequent to the approval of a dead-end line 

by the council, another dead-end line is planned in sufficient proximity to make connection feasible, and 

such connection is recommended by the water superintendent and approved by the council, the dead-end 

lines shall be connected. In cases where circulation lines are necessary, they shall be designed and 

installed by the water department as a part of the cost of the extension. 

G. Extent and Design. All main extensions may, at the discretion of the council, extend to the far property 

line of developed property. If additional property is developed on the same lot after installation of a main 

extension, the main extension may be extended to the far property line of the additionally developed 

property. All main extensions shall be subject to design approval by the water superintendent and council. 

(Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

25.0 13.08.210 General.  

All main extensions and house connections shall be installed by the applicant at his own expense with 

installation made to city standards and city design and all extensions so made shall be inspected by the 

water superintendent. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

26.0 13.08.220 Connection charges.  

Where a main extension is required, including new subdivisions governed by Article VII of this chapter, 

there is established a connection charge which shall be paid to the city prior to the issuance of a building 
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permit or connection permit, the amount of which shall be fixed, from time to time, by Resolution of the 

city council, for each dwelling unit or other building, structure, or separate occupancy to be provided 

water service, whether or not separate connections for such units are required. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

Article VII. Subdivisions 

27.0 13.08.230 Application.  

A person desiring to provide a water system within a tract of land which he proposes to subdivide, shall 

make written application therefor. The application shall state the number of the tract, the name of the 

subdivision and its location. It shall be accompanied by a copy of the tentative map, and of the plans, 

profiles and specifications for the street work and sanitary and storm sewer work therein. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 

1989) 

28.0 13.08.240 Investigation.  

Upon receiving the application, the water superintendent shall make an investigation and survey of the 

proposed subdivision and shall report his findings to the council including a recommendation as to the 

facilities required and the estimated cost of the proposed water system therefor. To assist the water 

superintendent in making said investigation and report, the council may engage the services of a 

consulting engineer. The size, type, and quality of materials shall be in accordance with the city’s water 

distribution system standards and specifications in effect at the time of application. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

29.0 13.08.250 Specification and construction.  

Location of the lines and their design shall be specified by the water department and shall be constructed 

by the subdivider at his expense. The actual construction is to be made by a licensed contractor, 

supervised and inspected by the water superintendent. Fire hydrants of steamer type or better shall be 

located at intervals of 500 feet along the distribution main. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

30.0 13.08.260 Property of city.  

All facilities shall be the property of the city and shall be conveyed to the city by a proper instrument in 

writing at the time the application is submitted to the city, including all necessary easements and rights-

of-way. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

31.0 13.08.270 Connections.  

The subdivider shall, at his cost, provide all connections to houses or structures constructed by him, as 

provided in this chapter and in the city’s water distribution system standards and specifications in effect at 

the time of the application. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

32.0 13.08.280 Costs and expenses.  

All costs and expenses incurred by the city under this article, including the cost of investigation, 

inspection and consulting engineer’s services, shall be paid to the city by the subdivider prior to approval 

of the application. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

 



Title 13, Public Services 

Chapter 13.04 Water Use 
Page 7 

 

 

33.0 13.08.290 Further requirements.  

In granting an application, the council may make whatever further requirements may appear to it to be 

necessary. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

34.0 13.08.300 Connection charges.  

There is established a connection charge which shall be paid to the city prior to issuance of a building 

permit, or connection permit, the amount of which shall be fixed, from time to time, by resolution of the 

city council. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

Article VIII. General Use Regulations 

35.0 13.08.310 Water use limitations.  

City water shall be limited in use to domestic, commercial, or industrial use including normal yard upkeep 

only. The use of city water for extensive irrigation is prohibited. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

36.0 13.08.320 Number of services per premises.  

The applicant may apply for as many services as may be reasonably required for his premises; provided, 

that the pipe line system for each service be independent of the others and that they not be interconnected; 

and provided further, that larger service lines may be required by the council at their discretion for 

purposes of insuring adequate service pressures. The cost of all services shall be borne by the applicant. 

There will be a separate connection charge for each service. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

37.0 13.08.330 Supply to separate structures or dwelling units.  

Each dwelling unit, house, or other structure for which application for water service is hereafter made 

which fronts on a public street or private road shall have a separate service connection. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 

1989) 

38.0 13.08.340 Water waste.  

No customer shall knowingly permit leaks or waste of water. Where water is wastefully or negligently 

used on a customer’s premises, the city may discontinue the services if such conditions are not corrected 

within five days after giving the customer written notice. In case of a disconnection for such reason, 

reconnection may, at the city’s option, be on a metered rate. The city shall have the right to adopt a 

resolution, and amend it from time to time, restricting use of water, rationing water, or prescribing times, 

days, amounts and uses of water. Violation of any of the provisions of such resolution, as amended from 

time to time, shall be deemed a violation of this code, and shall be an infraction. (Ord. 04-13 § 1, 2004; 

Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

39.0 13.08.350 Responsibility for equipment on customer’s premises.  

All facilities installed by the city on private property for the purpose of rendering water service shall 

remain the property of the city and may be maintained, repaired or replaced by the water department 

without consent or interference of the owner or occupant of the property. The property owner shall use 

reasonable care in the protection of the facilities. No payment shall be made for placing or maintaining 
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said facilities on private property. No persons shall place or permit the placement of any object in a 

manner which will interfere with the free access to a meter box or will interfere with the reading of a 

meter where installed. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

40.0 13.08.360 Damage to water system facilities.  

The customer shall be liable for any damage to the city-owned customer water service facilities when 

such damage is from causes originating on the premises by an act of the customer or his tenants, agents, 

employees, contractors, licensees or permittees, including the breaking or destruction of locks by the 

customer or others on or near a meter, and any damage to a meter that may result from hot water or steam 

from a boiler or heater on the customer’s premises. The city shall be reimbursed by the customer for any 

such damage promptly on presentation of a bill. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

41.0 13.08.370 Control valve on the customer property.  

The customer shall provide a valve on his side of the service installation as close as is practicable to the 

street, highway, alley or easement in which the water main serving the customer’s property is located to 

control the flow of water to the piping on his premises. The customer shall not use the service curb stop to 

turn water on and off for his convenience. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

42.0 13.08.380 Cross-connection control.  

A. Purpose. 

1. The city council declares that the purpose of this section is to protect the public water supply against 

actual or potential cross-connections by: 

a. Requiring abandonment of private wells before premises connect to city water supply or by isolating 

within the premises contamination or pollution that may occur because of some undiscovered or 

unauthorized cross-connection on the premises; 

b. To eliminate existing connections between drinking water systems and other sources of water that are 

not approved as safe and potable for human consumption; 

c. To eliminate cross-connection between the drinking water systems and other sources of water or 

process water used for any purpose whatsoever which jeopardize the safety of the drinking water supply; 

d. To prevent the making of cross-connections in the future; 

e. To encourage the exclusive use of public sources of water supply; 

f. To protect the drinking water supply within the premises where plumbing defects or cross-connections 

may endanger the drinking water supply available on the premises. 

2. This section is to be reasonably interpreted. It is the intent of this section to recognize that there are 

varying degrees of hazard and to apply the principle that the degree of protection should be commensurate 

with the degree of hazard. 
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B. Definitions. For the purpose of this section, the following words and phrases shall have the meaning 

respectively ascribed to them by this section: 

1. “Air-gap separation” means a physical break between a supply pipe and a receiving vessel. The air-gap 

shall be at least double the diameter of the supply pipe, measured vertically above the top rim of the 

vessel. Supply pipes less than one-inch diameter shall have a minimum air-gap of one inch. 

2. “Approved” as used in this chapter in reference to air-gap separation, a double check valve assembly, 

or a reduced pressure principle backflow prevention device or method, means as approved by the 

Stanislaus County health officer and the city. 

3. “Approved double check-valve assembly” means an assembly of two independently acting, approved 

check valves, including tightly closing shut-off valves on each end of the check-valve assembly and 

suitable connections available for testing the watertightness of each valve. To be approved these devices 

must be readily accessible for maintenance and testing and in no case shall be less than 12 inches above 

the flood level of the surrounding ground or floor and in a location where no part of the assembly will be 

submerged. 

4. “Approved reduced pressure principle backflow prevention device” means a device incorporating two 

or more independently acting, approved check valves and an automatically operating differential relief 

valve located between the two checks, two shut-off valves, and equipped with necessary appurtenances 

for testing. The device shall operate to maintain the pressure in the zone between the two check valves 

less than the pressure on the public water supply side of the device. At cessation of normal flow, the 

pressure between check valves shall be less than the supply pressure. In case of leakage of either check 

valve, the differential relief valve shall operate to maintain this reduced pressure by discharging to the 

atmosphere. When the inlet pressure is two pounds per square inch or less, the relief valve shall open to 

the atmosphere thereby providing an air-gap in the device. To be approved, these devices must be readily 

accessible for maintenance and testing and installed not less than 12 inches above the flood level of the 

surrounding ground or floor in a location where no part of the valve will be submerged. 

5. “Approved water supply” means any water supply approved by, or under the public supervision of a 

public health agency of the state or Stanislaus County. 

6. “Auxiliary water supply” means a water supply originating on the premises that is used exclusively for 

fire protection or irrigation and is not connected in any manner to the domestic supply system on the 

premises. An auxiliary supply shall be a water supply that has been developed exclusively for the purpose 

of either fire protection or irrigation or both. 

7. “City” means the city of Hughson acting through the city manager or his designated representatives. 

8. “Cross-connection” means any physical connections between the piping system from the city service 

and that of any other water supply that is not, or cannot be, approved as safe and potable for human 

consumption, whereby water from the unapproved source may be forced or drawn into the city 

distribution mains. 

9. “Health hazard” means an actual or potential threat of contamination of a physical or toxic nature to the 

public potable water system or the consumer’s potable water system to such a degree or intensity that 

there would be a danger to health. 
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10. “Pollutional hazard” means an actual or potential threat to the physical properties of the water system 

or the potability of the public water supply but which would not constitute a health or system hazard as 

defined. 

11. “Stanislaus County health officer” means the operating head of the Stanislaus County department of 

environmental health or his designated representative. 

12. “System hazard” means an actual or potential threat of severe damage to the physical properties of the 

public potable water system, or the consumer’s potable water system, or of a pollution or contamination 

which would have a protracted effect on the quality of potable water in the system. 

13. “Well” means any artificial excavation constructed by any method for the purpose of extracting water 

from, or injecting water into, the underground. This definition shall not include: 

a. Oil and gas wells, or geothermal wells constructed under the jurisdiction of the Department of 

Conservation, except those wells converted to use as water wells; or 

b. Wells used for the purpose of dewatering excavation during construction, or stabilizing hillsides or 

earth embankments. 

C. Abandonment of Wells. 

1. The owner of property upon which a private well is located shall have the well destroyed before being 

connected to the city water supply. 

2. The standards to be followed for abandonment of wells shall be the “Well Destruction” standards, as 

set forth in Stanislaus County Well Ordinance 443, Section 3-310, or as subsequently revised or 

supplemented, which are adopted by reference. 

3. Destruction of the well shall be done at customer expense. All work shall be inspected by and 

completed to the satisfaction of the Stanislaus County health officer and the city. 

D. Protection of Public Water System at Service Connection. No water service connection to any 

premises shall be installed or maintained by the city unless the water supply is adequately protected in 

accordance with the requirements and regulations of Title 17 of the California Administrative Code and 

these regulations: 

1. Each service connection from the public water system for supplying water to premises having an 

auxiliary water supply shall be protected against backflow of water from the premises into the public 

water system. 

2. Each service connection from the public water system for supplying water to premises on which any 

substance is or may be handled in such fashion as to permit entry into the water system shall be protected 

against backflow of the substance from the premises into the public system. This shall include the 

handling of process water and waters originating from the public water supply system which have been 

subject to deterioration in sanitary quality. 

http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Hughson/hugh17/hugh17.html#17
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3. Approved backflow prevention devices shall be installed on service connections to any premises where 

internal cross-connections exist. It shall be the responsibility of the water user to provide, test and 

maintain protective devices as required. 

E. Type of Protection. 

1. The protection device required shall depend upon the degree of hazard. An air-gap separation or a 

reduced pressure backflow prevention device shall be used where there is an existing or potential health 

or system hazard. A double check-valve assembly may be used where there is an existing or potential 

pollutional hazard. 

2. The public water system shall be protected at the service connection as specified below: 

a. At the service connection to any premises where there is allowed an auxiliary water supply, handled in 

a separate piping system with no known or easily established cross-connection, the public water supply 

shall be protected by an approved double check-valve assembly. When the auxiliary water supply may be 

contaminated, an air-gap or approved reduced pressure principle backflow prevention device shall be 

installed at the service connection. 

b. At the service connection to any premises on which a substance that would be objectionable, but not 

hazardous to health, if introduced into the public water supply, is handled so as to constitute a cross-

connection, the public water supply shall be protected by an approved double check-valve assembly. 

c. At the service connection to any premises on which there is an auxiliary water supply where cross-

connections are known to exist, the public water supply shall be protected by an approved reduced 

pressure principle backflow prevention device. 

d. At the service connection to any premises on which a material dangerous to health or toxic substance in 

toxic concentration is or may be handled in such a manner as to permit its entry into the water system, the 

public water supply shall be protected by an air-gap separation. The air-gap shall be located as close as 

practicable to the meter and all piping between the meter and receiving tank shall be entirely visible. If 

these conditions cannot be reasonably met, the public water supply shall be protected with an approved 

reduced pressure principle backflow prevention device, providing the alternative is acceptable to both the 

city and the county health officer. 

e. At the service connection to any sewage treatment plant, sewage pumping station, or stormwater 

pumping station, the public water supply shall be protected by an air-gap separation. The air-gap shall be 

located as close as practicable to the meter and all piping between the meter and receiving tank shall be 

entirely visible. If these conditions cannot be reasonably met, the public water supply shall be protected 

with an approved reduced pressure principle backflow prevention device, providing there are no direct 

connections to sewage pumps or waste lines and this alternative is acceptable to both the city and county 

health officer. Final decision in this matter shall rest with the State Department of Health. 

f. At the service connection to hospitals, medical buildings, mortuaries and other premises where the 

county health officer and/or the city determines that a special hazard exists, the public water supply shall 

be protected by an approved reduced pressure principle backflow device. 

g. Where a health or safety hazard exists on a premises by reason of any existing plumbing installation, or 

lack thereof, the owner or his agent shall install additional plumbing or make such connection as deemed 
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necessary to abate the hazard and bring the plumbing system into compliance with applicable provisions 

of this chapter. 

3. The property owner or consumer who is responsible for any protective device shall have such device 

inspected and tested in accordance with requirements of the city and county health department. The city 

shall be furnished with a copy of the test result on an annual basis July 1st. Persons testing protective 

devices shall be qualified and approved by the city and county department of public health. 

F. Failure to Comply. Failure to comply with any part of this section may be cause for the discontinuance 

of water service by the city and/or the county department of public health. The city shall give notice in 

writing of any violations of this chapter to the property owner and consumer. If no action is taken within 

10 days after such notice has been mailed or delivered in person, the city may discontinue delivery of 

water. If it is determined by either the city or the Stanislaus County health officer that any immediate 

hazard exists as a result of failure to comply, the city may immediately discontinue service to the 

premises. Delivery of water shall not be resumed until a protective device has been properly installed and 

approved as provided in this section. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

43.0 13.08.390 Interruptions in service.  

The city shall not be liable for damage which may result from an interruption in service from a cause 

beyond the control of the water department. Temporary shutdowns may be made by the water department 

to make improvements and repairs. Whenever possible and as time permits, all customers affected will be 

notified prior to making such shutdowns. The city will not be liable for interruption, shortage or 

insufficiency of supply, or for any loss or damage occasioned thereby, if caused by accident, act of God, 

fire, strikes, riots, war or any other cause not within its control. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

44.0 13.08.400 Ingress and egress.  

Representatives from the water department shall have the right of ingress and egress to the customer’s 

premises at reasonable hours for any purpose reasonably connected with the furnishing of water service. 

(Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

45.0 13.08.410 Inspection fee. 

Any person desiring to connect with the mains of the city shall pay in addition to any other charges set 

out in this chapter, all applicable inspection fees. (Ord. 07-07 § 1, 2007; Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

46.0 13.08.420 Water coolers. 

No water coolers shall be installed or operated in any premises served water by the city unless such water 

coolers are equipped with a recirculating pump. (Ord. 07-07 § 1, 2007; Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

Article IX. Credit 

47.0 13.08.430 Establishment of credit.  

Each applicant for water service will be required to establish credit before receiving such service. Credit 

will be deemed established if the applicant meets any one of the following conditions: 
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A. If the applicant makes a cash deposit in the amount of twice the estimated average periodic bill for that 

type of service. Such estimate shall be made by the city manager, based on average bill for similar 

services in the last 12 months; 

B. If the applicant furnishes a guarantor satisfactory to the city to secure payment of bills; 

C. If the applicant has been a user of the city water system for 12 consecutive months of service by the 

city and during such time has paid all bills without discontinuance of water service for nonpayment 

thereof. (Ord. 96-05 § 6, 1996; Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

48.0 13.08.440 Loss and re-establishment of credit.  

Any amount due for water service, including penalties thereon, if any, that remains unpaid on the last day 

of the month following the month in which the bill therefor was first sent may be deducted from deposit 

paid pursuant to HMC 13.08.430, or collected from the guarantor, if any. The service shall be subject to 

discontinuance in accordance with HMC 13.08.250 et seq. until the deposit is again restored to the 

original amount. Any applicant who has previously been a customer of the city water system and has had 

his or her water service discontinued because of nonpayment of bills shall be required to re-establish his 

or her credit by making a cash deposit to secure payment of his or her bills in like amount as for a new 

applicant for service. (Ord. 02-07 § 1, 2002; Ord. 96-05 § 7, 1996; Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

49.0 13.08.450 Use of deposit.  

All deposits made with the city to establish credit pursuant to HMC 13.08.430 will be held by the city in a 

special fund and may be applied by the city in accordance with HMC 13.08.440, or may be applied to 

unpaid bills for water service when service is discontinued or, to the extent that there are not unpaid bills 

for water service upon discontinuance thereof, will be refunded without interest to the customer who has 

deposited the same, or, provided, that after a customer has for 12 consecutive months paid all bills prior to 

delinquency, the city will either refund his or her deposit without interest, or apply it to ongoing bills, at 

the city’s option. Notwithstanding the previous sentence, deposits made by applicants other than owners 

shall be refunded only on discontinuance of service. (Ord. 02-07 § 2, 2002; Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

Article X. Billings 

50.0 13.08.460 Billing period.  

The regular billing period will be monthly or bimonthly at the option of the city. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

51.0 13.08.470 Opening and closing bills.  

Opening and closing bills for less than the normal billing period shall be prorated; provided, however, 

that the total period for which service is rendered is less than one month, the bill shall not be less than the 

monthly charge applicable. Closing bills may be estimated by the water department for the final period as 

an expediency measure to permit the customer to pay the closing bill at the time service is discontinued. 

(Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

 

 

http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Hughson/hugh13/hugh1308.html#13.08.430
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Hughson/hugh13/hugh1308.html#13.08.250
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Hughson/hugh13/hugh1308.html#13.08.430
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Hughson/hugh13/hugh1308.html#13.08.440
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52.0 13.08.480 Payment of bills.  

Bills for water service shall be rendered on or about the first of each month, and if rendered monthly shall 

be for the service for the month in which rendered. On each bill for water service rendered by the city, 

there shall be printed substantially the following: “Water Bills for Service are due by the last day of the 

month in which they are billed, or a 10 percent penalty shall be added. If the bill is not paid by the last 

day of the following month, the water service may be shut off and an additional charge shall be paid in 

order to have the water turned back on. When service is discontinued due to nonpayment of bills, it shall 

not again be resumed until payment of all charges are made. All penalties provided for in this chapter 

shall be paid whether or not water service is discontinued.” (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

53.0 13.08.490 Billing of separate connections combined.  

Combined bills may be rendered for all service connections to the same premises. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

54.0 13.08.500 Water use charges as lien.  

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, water service charges shall constitute a lien against 

the premises against which the charge was improved if the owner is the user and if the charge remains 

delinquent for a period of 60 days. Each bill for water service shall include a statement notifying the 

owner of the lien provided by this section. The lien provided by this section shall have no force or effect 

until recorded with the county recorder and when so recorded shall have the force, effect, and priority of a 

judgment lien and continue for three years from the time of recording unless sooner released or otherwise 

discharged. (Ord. 96-05 § 8, 1996; Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

Article XI. Discontinuance of Service 

55.0 13.08.520 Disconnection for nonpayment.  

Service may be discontinued for nonpayment of bills in the following manner: 

If the bill is not paid by the last day of the month during which the bill is sent, or 19 days after the bill is 

sent, whichever is later, than at least 15 days prior to such discontinuance the customer will be sent a final 

notice informing him that discontinuance will be enforced if payment is not made within the time 

specified in the notice. The service will not be discontinued, however, until the amount of the deposit 

made to establish credit for that service has been fully absorbed. A customer’s water service may be 

discontinued if water service furnished at a previous location is not paid for within the time fixed in this 

chapter for the payment of bills. If a customer receives water service at more than one location and the 

bill for service at any one location is not paid within the time provided for payment, water service at all 

locations may be turned off. Domestic service, however, will not be turned off for nonpayment of bills for 

other classes of service. Discontinuance of service will not be made on Saturday, Sunday or a holiday, 

and will be made only during business hours. (Ord. 96-05 § 10, 1996; Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

56.0 13.08.525 Notification service.  

Users who are 65 years or older, or are dependent adults, as defined in California Welfare and Institutions 

Code Section 15610(b)(1) may obtain from City Hall a form requested third-party notification of 

impending termination for nonpayment of bills. (Ord. 96-05 § 11, 1996) 



Title 13, Public Services 

Chapter 13.04 Water Use 
Page 15 

 

 

57.0 13.08.530 Reconnection charge. 

The reconnection charge will be $35.00 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and $65.00 after 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 

p.m., Monday through Friday. Reconnection will not occur until reconnection fees have been paid to the 

city. Additionally, the customer must bring their account current or set up a payment plan before 

reconnection will be ordered. (Ord. 07-07 § 1, 2007; Ord. 05-24 § 1, 2005; Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

58.0 13.08.540 Unsafe apparatus.  

Water service may be refused or discontinued to any premises where apparatus or appliances are in use 

which might endanger or disturb the service to other customers. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

59.0 13.08.550 Fraud or abuse.  

Service may be discontinued if necessary to protect the city against fraud or abuse. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

60.0 13.08.560 Noncompliance with regulations.  

Service may be discontinued for noncompliance with this chapter or any other ordinance or regulations 

related to the water service. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

61.0 13.08.570 Upon vacating premises.  

Customers desiring to discontinue service should so notify the water department two days prior to 

vacating the premises. Unless discontinuance of service is ordered by the customer the customer shall be 

liable for charges whether or not any water is used. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

Article XII. Collection by Suit 

62.0 13.08.580 Penalty.  

Rates and charges which are not paid on or before the last day of the month in which the bill was sent, 

shall be subject to a penalty of 10 percent and thereafter shall be subject to a further penalty of one-half of 

one percent per month on the last day of each month following. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

63.0 13.08.590 Suit.  

All unpaid rates and charges and penalties provided for in this chapter may be collected by suit. (Ord. 89-

06 § 2, 1989) 

64.0 13.08.600 Costs.  

Defendant shall pay all costs of suit in any judgment rendered in favor of city, together with a reasonable 

attorney’s fee for the city’s attorney. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 
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Article XIII. Public Fire Protection 

65.0 13.08.610 Use of fire hydrants.  

Fire hydrants are for use by the city or by organized fire protection agencies. Other parties desiring to use 

fire hydrants for any purpose must first obtain written permission from the water department prior to use 

and shall operate the hydrant in accordance with instructions issued by the water department. 

Unauthorized use of hydrants will be prosecuted according to law. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

66.0 13.08.620 Hydrant rental.  

A charge to be prescribed from time to time by the council will be imposed for hydrant maintenance and 

water used for public fire protection. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

67.0 13.08.630 Moving of fire hydrants.  

When a fire hydrant has been installed in the location specified by the proper authority, the city has 

fulfilled its obligation. If a property owner or other party desires a change in the size, type or location of 

the hydrant, he shall bear all costs of such changes, without refund. Any change in the location of a fire 

hydrant must be approved by the council. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

Article XIV. Private Fire Protection and Standby Service 

68.0 13.08.640 Payment of cost.  

The applicant for private fire protection service not now installed shall pay the total actual cost of 

installation of the service from the distribution main to the customer’s premises including the cost of a 

detector check meter or other suitable and equivalent device, valve and meter box, said installation to 

become the property of the city. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

69.0 13.08.650 No connection to other system.  

There shall be no connections between this fire protection system and any other water distribution system 

on the premises. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

70.0 13.08.660 Use.  

There shall be no water used through the fire protection service except to extinguish fires and for testing 

the firefighting equipment. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

71.0 13.08.670 Meter rates.  

Any consumption recorded on the meter will be charged at double the regular service rates except that no 

charge will be made for water used to extinguish accidental fires where such fires have been reported to 

the duly authorized fire protection agency. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 
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72.0 13.08.680 Monthly rates.  

The monthly rates for private fire protection shall be established by the city at the time application for 

such service is made. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

73.0 13.08.690 Water for fire storage tanks.  

Occasionally water may be obtained from a private fire service for filling a tank connected with the fire 

service, but only if written permission is secured from the city in advance and an approved means of 

measurement is available. The rate for water so used shall be established by the city at the time 

application for such service is made. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

74.0 13.08.700 Violation of agreement.  

If water is used from a private fire service in violation of the agreement or of these regulations, the city 

may, at its option, discontinue and remove the service. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

75.0 13.08.710 Water pressure and supply.  

The city assumes no responsibility for loss or damage due to lack of water or pressure and merely agrees 

to furnish such quantities and pressures as are available in its general distribution system. The service is 

subject to shutdowns and variations required by the operation of the system. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

76.0 13.08.720 Standby service.  

The provisions of this article dealing with private fire protection service are made applicable to standby 

service. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

Article XV. Temporary Services 

77.0 13.08.730 Duration of service.  

Temporary service connections shall be disconnected and terminated within six months after installation 

unless an extension of time is granted in writing by the city. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

78.0 13.08.740 Deposit. 

The applicant shall deposit, in advance, an amount equal to $175.00 for each inch of service desired. 

Upon discontinuance of service, the actual cost of installing and removing the facilities required to furnish 

said service, exclusive of the cost of salvageable material, shall be determined and an adjustment made as 

an additional charge, refund or credit. If service is supplied through a fire hydrant, the applicant will be 

charged in accordance with the following rate schedule: 

A. Flat charge per connection, for both installation and removal of service facilities, including the meter, 

$60.00; 

B. Each additional move of facilities to another location, $20.00. (Ord. 07-07 § 1, 2007; Ord. 89-06 § 2, 

1989) 
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79.0 13.08.750 Installation and operation.  

All facilities for temporary service to the customer connection shall be made by the water department and 

shall be operated in accordance with its instructions. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

80.0 13.08.760 Responsibility for installation.  

The customer shall use all possible care to prevent damage to any loaned facilities of the city which are 

involved in furnishing the temporary services from the time they are installed until they are removed, or 

until 48 hours’ notice in writing has been given to the city that the contractor or other person is through 

with the installation. If the facilities are damaged, the cost of making repairs shall be paid by the 

customer. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

81.0 13.08.770 Temporary service from a fire hydrant.  

If temporary service is supplied through a fire hydrant, a permit for the use of the hydrant shall be 

obtained from the proper authority and the city. It is specifically prohibited to operate the valve of any fire 

hydrant other than by the use of a spanner wrench designed for this purpose. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

82.0 13.08.780 Unauthorized use of hydrants.  

Tampering with any fire hydrant or the unauthorized use of water therefrom, or for any other purpose, is a 

misdemeanor, punishable by law. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

83.0 13.08.790 Rates.  

The rates for temporary service shall be established by the city at the time application for such service is 

made. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

84.0 13.08.800 Credit.  

The applicant shall pay the estimated cost of service in advance or shall be otherwise required to establish 

credit. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

Article XVI. General Provisions 

85.0 13.08.810 Pools and tanks.  

When an abnormally large quantity of water is desired for filling a swimming pool or for other purposes, 

arrangements must be made with the city prior to taking such water. Permission to take water in unusual 

quantities will be given only if it can be safely delivered through the city’s facilities and if other 

consumers are not inconvenienced thereby. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

86.0 13.08.820 Responsibility for equipment.  

The customer shall, at his own risk and expense, furnish, install and keep in good and safe condition all 

equipment that may be required for receiving, controlling, applying and utilizing water, and the city shall 

not be responsible for any loss or damage caused by the improper installation of such equipment, or the 

negligence or wrongful act of the customer or of any of his tenants, agents, employees, contractors, 
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licensees or permittees in installing, maintaining, or operating or interfering with such equipment. The 

city shall not be responsible for damage to property caused by faucets, valves, and other equipment that 

are open when water is turned on either originally or when turned on after a temporary shutdown. (Ord. 

89-06 § 2, 1989) 

87.0 13.08.830 Installation of wells.  

It shall be unlawful to install wells in the city for any purpose whatsoever without first securing the 

permission of the city council. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

88.0 13.08.840 Return of water.  

No person shall permit any water to be returned to wells; provided, however, that the director of public 

works may grant permission for such return under specific conditions which will protect the public health 

and safety. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

89.0 13.08.850 Time limits on connections.  

Whenever a water connection permit has been issued upon the payment of the connection charges 

established by this chapter, such permit shall be valid for only 365 days after the date of issuance thereof 

unless actual construction of the building or structure for which water service has been applied has been 

commenced within said period of 365 days; provided, however, that said time limit may be extended by 

the city council for reasonable cause. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

Article XVII. Rates 

90.0 13.08.860 Rate schedule. 

Rates for water service will be established by the city council by ordinance from time to time at periodic 

intervals as appears necessary to maintain adequate income for service expenditures and amortization of 

indebtedness. Such rate schedule as changed from time to time will be published or posted by the council, 

and copies of this rate schedule will be made available for customer’s examination. The periodic change 

in rate schedule, however, will not require republication or reposting of this chapter. In addition to the 

established rates, there shall be charged an extra $2.00 per connection per month when there is a water 

cooler installed without a recirculating pump. (Ord. 09-05 § 1, 2009; Ord. 07-07 § 1, 2007; Ord. 89-06 § 

2, 1989) 

91.0 13.08.870 Determination of applicable rate.  

Upon receipt of any application for water service, the water superintendent shall determine the applicable 

monthly rate. Such determination shall be final unless appealed in writing to the council within five days 

of notification of the rate to be charged. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 1989) 

92.0 13.08.880 Penalty for violation.  

For the failure of the customer to comply with all or any part of this ordinance, and any ordinance, 

resolution or order fixing rates and charges of this city, customer’s service shall be discontinued and the 

water shall not be supplied such customer until he shall comply with the rule or regulation, rate or charge 

which he has violated or, in the event that he cannot comply with said rule or regulation, until he shall 
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have satisfied the city that in the future he will comply with all the rules and regulations established by 

ordinance of the city and with all rates and charges of this city. In addition thereto, he shall pay the city 

the sum of $5.00 for renewal of his service except as otherwise provided in this chapter. (Ord. 89-06 § 2, 

1989) 

 

 

 

 

 


